
 
 
 

    
City of Huntington Woods 

Senior Advisory Committee 
Thursday, October 21, 2021 

3:30 pm Multi-Purpose Room – Gillham Recreation Center 
Minutes – Approved 

 
1. Call to order: In person meeting called to order at 3:33 pm 

Present: Lenny Newman, Chris Smith, Greg Gmerek, Melissa Gadd, Lora Frankel, 
Joanne Johnson and Tracy Shanley. 
Absent: Heidi Coffman and Jennifer Furlong 
 

2. Approval of agenda: Lora moved to approve agenda and seconded by Chris. 
 
3. Approval of minutes of the September 23, 2021 meeting: Chris moved to approve 

the minutes and Lora seconded with an update that the pen pal program does not 
start until November. 

4. Elected Officials Remarks: no elected members present for the meeting. 
 
5. Items of Business 

A. U of M Report Subcommittees: 
The transportation portion of the report to be addressed by the recreation 
department remarks. 
B. Senior/student interactions programs/Covid concerns: 
Discussed some of the limited interactions at this time as the vaccinations are 
not yet approved for children under certain ages. There have been some 
programs arranged and there are protocols in place, such as assigning _me slots 
and being outside as much as possible. 
C. HW SAC Goals & Outlook with Covid concerns: 
Discussed what COVID protocols are in place with the upcoming winter and 
what other communities of similar sizes are doing with their programming. It 
was decided that flyers will be transparent with everything about the nature of 
the program and the mask wearing expectations.  Greg to contact Ferndale and Royal 
Oak senior centers and Melissa to contact 



  
    

Berkley, Oak Park and Southfield senior centers in order to determine their 
policies regarding masks and vaccination status along with programming that 
includes seniors/youth interactions. 
D. Programming for the fall/winter: 
Four main fall programs: Leaf raking, high school play, technology support and 
high school talent program.  It was also noted that the city's video program will be 
getting started with two high school seniors taking on the project. 
The S’Mores and Sing Along program was a hit with almost 40 people in 
attendance. It is being made into an annual event. 
E. HARP and concierge program:  It is beginning to “pick up” at this time. 
F. Medical Closet: 
The loan closet has been utilized and there has been awesome when they have 
worked in conjunction with Berkley Senior Center to ensure the proper 
equipment was found by a citizen. 

 
6. Recreation Department and Library Programming Update: 

Joanne Johnson discussed an event including the curator from the state capitol in 
which “Women and Politics” was highlighted. There is an event next month about 
“The Ladies of the Light” highlighting women lightkeepers. 

 
Jennifer could not attend, but provided HWSAC with a written update. Some 
highlights: 

 Daily reassurance and birthday calls are still going strong at this time, with 
positive feedback.  Huntington Woods is trading in the older 
transportation van and will now use a newer SMART van that will seat 5-6 
people and has a wheelchair lift. 

 Seniors who are having difficulty maintaining their home in regard to code 
enforcement is receiving support. 

 Flu shot clinic was held and it was well attended. Regular blood pressure 
clinics are scheduled as well. 

 Anticipating the Thanksgiving holiday with a gift basket initiative from the 
Women’s League. Volunteers will be needed to assemble/deliver baskets 
as well as assisting with the Senior Holiday Luncheon. 

 
Reynolds Park- This is a two-part project preparing the grounds in the fall and 



  
    

completion of equipment placement in the spring. In the process of transplanting a 
tree to a different part of the park. 
 

7. Public participation: NA 
 
8. Next meeting: Thursday, November 18, 2021 
 
9. Other business: NA 
 
10. Adjournment: Meeting adjourned at 4:35 pm with a motion by Greg, seconded by 

Chris. 


